Can we truly offer a choice of place of death in neonatal palliative care?
In the developed world, more than 90% of neonatal deaths occur in hospital and most deaths on the neonatal unit follow the planned withdrawal of ventilation. In this paper we look at what choices of place of death can be considered, the support that is available outside the hospital environment and the practicalities of achieving parental choice. We conclude that choices of place of death are usually possible, although there may be practical or resource restraints that affect which choices are available or can be achieved. Where choice is currently offered, the proportion of hospital deaths is much lower than national statistics suggest. Sadly, it is likely that the high proportion of hospital deaths currently reported reflects not that choice is unavailable, but that choice is not offered.